o much for the “TV
nation.” According
o the Craft &
Hobby Assoclatlon
(CHA)Y, the craft industry is at an
al-time high of 530.4 billan, with
a 1.8 percent average growth per
year since 2002, Scrapbooking and
card making are steadily Increasing
In popularity, s are beod craffs,
lerwelry making and sewing crafts,
Mearwhile, e educational ben-
efits attibuted to croffing is taking i
beyond a fun pastime. Studies have
shown that crofiing helps with mental
devaloprnent, whils the sociol aspect
helps children lieam behovioral
and communication skils. Add fo
that the number of unigque, creative
craft preducts on the mdket, and it's
hardly g surprise that more and more
kidds are turning off their TV's and turm-
Ing on their minds.

TREND WERTCH

The CHA ‘Winter Show
2006, held late

CRRFTING

EXPRNDS
CHILDREN'S
MINDS—
WHILE
Jamuary in Los Vegaos. forecosted KEEPI"G
R % 1 Crovioie v et | IT FUN

kits were a big hit. Kifs cre acasy for
busy familiss, as evenything needed
fo complate a project is included in
one convenlent package.

Made by Hands. o company
launched by two womean with
crafty children of their own, offers
a number of crafting kits that leave
the child with a sanse of accom-
plishment and
samething
ta show for

their work, Kits include the muli-
award-winning  Make-Your-Own
Puppets, with materlals for 12 dif-
ferent puppets. and Make-Your-
Own Gameas. in which children use
the game board, spinner, dice and
plain white cards to create

countless games, The

goal of this proj-
ect is not &

win, but fo stratch the Imagination
in the creation process ifself.

Made by Hands (3540 N. Southport #352
Chicago, IL 60657), maker of creafive gifis that
sireich children's imaginations, offars o number

of kits for making greeting cards, photo frames
und seropbook cords. Wilh the Moke-#-Trode-1
Scrapbook Cards kit (below), kids con create
meaningful cards in the scrapbooking shyle to give
to friends and farmily. The kit includes over 250
"Pop-Outs" easy pop-out shapes, 10 cards, 10
arvelopes and o glue stick, Call 773/761 4200.



